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Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me first of all thank the Rector of the Polytechnic of Namibia, Dr Tjama Tjivikua for inviting the University of Namibia which I represent, to witness the official opening of this very important event. The Vice Chancellor of the University of Namibia, Professor Lazarus Hangula accepted your invitation wholeheartedly. Unfortunately, due to other pressing commitments he could not be here today. He has extended his apology and has requested me to stand in for him. 

After 16 years of independence the land question is still lingering on. Namibia is still struggling with the equitable distribution of land both in rural and urban areas. But it is the redistribution and administration of rural land that is the biggest thorn in our flesh. I believe that a comprehensive land reform program will go a long way to guarantee peaceful coexistence and prosperity for all Namibians. I also believe that if the land issue is not treated with the necessary care and urgency it deserves, it has the potential to lead to conflict and deepening poverty. 

However, if the redistribution of freehold land and its administration and management, as well as the management and proper administration of communal land is properly handled, land will become an important vehicle, that will transport our nation to where we wish it to be by the year 2030. A country free of poverty, a country where no child will go to bed on an empty stomach. By improving access to basic services through well defined property and use rights, as well as the sustainable use of land and its natural resources. 

 

Land reform should not be about taking land from the previously advantaged whites and give it to previously disadvantaged blacks. It should be a holistic approach that involves the administration and management of all land i.e., freehold land, communal land south of the Redline and communal land north of the Redline (as the two communal systems are facing different challenges). No matter how much land is acquired and redistributed, be it through the Affirmative Action Loan Scheme, the National Resettlement Policy or the development of Communal Areas - it would not yield the desired results if administration and management were lacking. In other words, land itself is not wealth, it is only the ingenuity of men and women in devising ways to properly administer and manage land as a productive resource that will create wealth. Similarly, with no adequate training and financial support to the beneficiaries of these schemes - administration and management policies will be an exercise in futility. More importantly, beneficiaries should feel to be part of this transformation. Thus, the proper administration and management of freehold and communal land calls for the active participation of all stakeholders in the policy making process.

Hence, this workshop could not have come at an opportune time – A time when the Namibian government is hard at work redistributing this very important resource, which has the potential to free our people from bondage of years of oppression and neglect. It is my wish that this workshop will come up with a holistic approach to land administration that is technically, politically, socially, economically and financially sustainable. 

For our academic institutions, one of our main tasks is to expand the research agenda that we have adopted, so as to acquire deeper understanding of the complex dynamics of the land question and suggest ways in which land redistribution, administration and management can be used to solve problems of unemployment and poverty. Among others this research agenda includes: 

(1)   Socio-economic impacts of Communal Land Administration as outlined in the Communal Land Reform Act

(2) Land redistribution and administration schemes i.e., the Affirmative Action Loan Scheme and the (Group) Resettlement Scheme and their impacts on poverty reduction, the environment and women empowerment.

These efforts should be a team effort, where our sister institutions come together and forge greater cooperation so as to pool resources and avoid duplication of efforts. We have to apply the available resources efficiently so as to come up with meaningful research output at minimal cost in terms of human and financial resources.

I also believe that time has come to move away from “literature review type research” and to come up with practical models that can be tested and applied in the field under Namibian conditions, be they technological, social or economic. Models that can be understood by our rural folks and policy makers alike. 

The “Namibian land engineering project” should take serious root and bear fruit to be harvested for the good of our people. When our research leads to models that are socially, economically and financially feasible, our people and government would buy into them and apply them. And we as representatives of our academic institutions will proudly look back and say, “YES! We have fulfilled the mandate given to us by our people and government”. And our names will be laid down in the annals of history as having fueled the vehicle that transported this country and its people to where it wanted to be by the year 2030. A nation free of hunger, disease and ignorance. A nation free of inequity and poverty.

I thank you.

