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Figure 3.8 : Kunene River Basin

The Kunene River rises in Southern Angola to the west of the Cubango River, with the headwaters lying at
elevations of between 1 700 and 2 000m. The total catchment area is 106 500km? of which 14 100km? lies
within Namibian territory. Between the source and Matala, a distance of nearly 250km, the main channel is
well defined with a number of rapids and steep sections. From Matala to close to the Namibian border, the
nature of the river changes drastically as it flows over the much flatter Kalahari sands. From upstream of the
Ruacana Falls to the coast, the river drops nearly 1 200m over a distance of approximately 385km, which

includes several spectacular waterfalls.




