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Figure 3.5 : Okavango River Basin

The Okavango River rises in the Angolan highlands as the Cubango River in the west and its main tributary,
the Cuito River in the east. Although the Cubango (Okavango or Kavango in Namibia) has a significantly
larger catchment area than the Cuito, its mean annual runoff is only slightly higher. The Cubango River flows
through rough terrain for about 600 km, until close to the Namibian border where it enters the Kalahari sands
zone. The river meanders through a shallow and wide valley, with flood plains of between two and six
kilometres wide. The confluence of the Cuito and Okavango Rivers takes place about 300km after the
Cubango River first reaches the Namibian border. The Cuito River rises in an area of slightly higher
precipitation and meanders through some vast flood plains in southern Angola. These have the effect of
creating a more even flow regime. After crossing the Caprivi Strip the Okavango River enters Botswana.

Seventy kilometres further downstream the mainstream starts to divide and the Okavango Delta is formed,
with a surface area that varies between approximately 10 000 and 15 000 km?.




