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Figure 3.2 : Zambezi River Basin

The Zambezi River rises in the highlands of Angola and Zambia and flows southwards until it reaches the
Namibian border just north-west of Katima Mulilo. At this stage the catchment area is already 334 000 km?
and the mean annual runoff in excess of 40 000 million cubic metres, more than four times the annual
volume of water flowing in the Okavango or Orange Rivers. An important tributary to the Zambezi from the
Namibian point of view, is the Kwando River. Despite the fact that this is a sizeable perennial river with a
mean annual runoff of more than 1 000 million cubic metres, flow has not reached the Zambezi mainstream
for more than fifteen years. When there is a flood peak in the Kwando, it occurs much later than that of the
Zambezi due to the extensive flood plains and swampy areas in southern Angola.




