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Figure 2.17 : Unit Runoff Map of the World


Unit Runoff is the depth of rainfall (in mm) which ends up as river flow. In some parts of the tropics, this can be in excess of 1000mm per annum. By comparison, all of Namibia falls within the “less than 50mm” unit runoff zone. In fact, unit runoff in Namibia is rarely more than 10mm to 15mm and in many areas, especially flat sandy areas where almost all rain infiltrates into the sand, unit runoff is virtually zero.





Source : Hydrology and the River Environment, 1994, by M. Newson.
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