i GLOSSARY

Solid waste 

Alluvium


a deposit of fertile soil left by flood in a river valley

APINA
air pollution Information Network – Africa

Aquifer 
porous, water-saturated layers of underground rock  that can yield an economically significant amount of water

Audit



a methodical examination and review

Biodegradable 
material that can be broken down into simpler substances by bacteria or other decomposers 

Carcinogerns 
chemical or form of high-energy radiation that can directly or indirectly cause cancer

CFC
chlorofluorocarbon gases; used in the manufacturing of polythene (white spongy plastic material)

CH4
(methane) an odourless, flammable gas that forms an explosive mixture with air 

COD



chemical oxygen demand

Compactor truck
truck that allows waste containers to be emptied into the vehicle from the rear, front or the side and compact the waste to a high density using hydraulic or mechanical pressure

Contaminate
the addition of foreign matte to a natural system.  This does not necessarily result in pollution, unless the attenuation capacity of the natural system is exceeded 



CoW



City of Windhoek

DDT
colorless chlorinated hydrocarbon used as a pesticide

Detrimental


harmful or damaging

Disposal site


place where waste is disposed

Dispose


to get rid off

EEC



estimated environmental concentration

Exemption permit
permit given to local authorities as a clearance to operate a water-borne sewage plant

Fault



a fracture in rock along which observable 

displacement is seen

GHG
Green House Gases

GIS



geographic information systems

GPS



global positioning system

Graden
a valley which has been formed by the sinking of land between two roughly parrallel faults

Incinerator 
an apparatus for burning medical waste at very high temperatures


Indicator
pieces of information required for comparing objectives with performances and for assessing progress
 

Landfill 
land waste disposal site in which waste is spread in thin layers, compacted and covered with a fresh layer of soil each day

MB
monitoring boreholes

NH3
ammonia 

NOx
nitrogen oxides 

Oxidation pond
a method of secondary sewage treatment

PCB
toxin containing bebzene molecules in which hydrogen molecules are replaced

Recycling 
re-use or reclamation of a material so that it re-enters the industrial
process rather than becoming a waste residue



Residue
a substance that is left over after a waste has been treated or destroyed

Satellite dump site
a provisional (authorised) site used for disposal of specific waste type

Scavenger
description given to humans that feed or benefit in any way on discarded food staff 

Sludge


thick greasy mud an accumulation of dirty Oil

SO2
sulphur dioxide

Surface water
waste (usually rainfall which flows across the ground surface towards and in man made and natural drainage features such as drains, rivers, streams, lakes and ponds

UNEP 
United Nations Environment Program

WASP



waste aquifer separation procedure

Mining

The following technical abbreviation and terms have been used in the report (Mining – State of Environment section)

Mineralogical Terms 

AG
-
Silver




PO4
-
Phosphate

As
-
Arsenic



Sn
-
Tin

Au
-
Gold 




SO2
-
Sulphur dioxide

Be
-
Berillium



Cs
-
Cessium

Cu
-
Copper 



L1
-
Lithium

Mo
-
Molybdenum



Mn
-
Manganese 

Nb
-
Niobium



V
-
Vanadium

U3O8
-
Uranium





W
-
Wolfram





Zn
-
Zinc




 

Geological Terms

Faults


-
a fracture in rock along which observable 

displacement is seen

Shear Fault

-
as above with predominantly horizontal movement 

Graden or trough
-
parrallel faults with downward displaced 

intervention zone

Breccited 

-
broken or crushed rock generally associated with 

faulting

Fracture zone
-
the broken and dislocated zone associated with 

faulting

Polymetallic

-
a composite metallic ore

Mining Terms

Blasting 

-
the breaking of solid rocks by means of drill holes 

and the use of explosives

Crushing 

-
the pulzerising of blasted rocks into more easily 

handled size fragments

Concentration 
-
the collection of ore through various processes – 

leaching, floating etc.

Flotation 

-
the separation of particles of different materials by 

agitation in fluids of designated density

Fines


-
the smallest fraction of crushed and screened rock

Leached

-
the removal of specific minerals/ores by chemical 

saturation.  Ussually a static operation

Screening

-
the separation of crushed rock into different size 

ranges

Tailings 

-
residue of waste materials – usually fines resulting 

from various separation processes

Lagoon 

-
a  man made discharge area for wet tailings. 

Excess water is often removed for re-use

Retreatment 

-
with improved metallurgical processing, old tailings 

and rock dumps can be re-processed

